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  Letter dated 20 November 2018 from the Chargé d’affaires a.i of 

the Permanent Mission of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed 

to the Secretary-General 
 

 

 Upon instructions from my Government, I enclose herewith two documents 

detailing the violations of the national airspace of Cyprus and the infringements of 

international air traffic regulations in the Cyprus flight information region (see 

annex I) and the illegal use of closed ports and airports in Cyprus by Turkey (see 

annex II) during the month of September 2018.  

 This persistent policy of violating international law and breaching international 

rules and regulations is a constant threat to international peace and security, has a 

negative impact on regional stability, jeopardizes the safety of international civil 

aviation and creates difficulties for air traffic over Cyprus, and prevents the creation 

of an enabling environment in which to conduct the Cyprus peace process.  

 Turkey continues to systematically harass civilian and military aircraft within 

the Nicosia flight information region via radio calls. During the month of September 

2018, the regime installed by the occupying power in the area of Cyprus that it 

occupies illegally issued one notice to airmen relating to exercises conducted by the 

Turkish Air Force. Additionally, Turkish commercial aircraft sys tematically use the 

airport of Tympou, which continues to operate illegally following the closure by the 

Cyprus Government of all ports of entry in the areas where it does not exercise 

effective control. 

 The said actions of Turkey, which has continued to occupy the northern part of 

the Republic of Cyprus since 1974, are clearly aimed at undermining Cyprus ’ 

sovereignty, consolidating the ongoing de facto division and upgrading the 

secessionist entity’s status by claiming a purported airspace over the occupied 

territory of the Republic. In this respect, I would like to underline that there is only 

one Cypriot State, which is the Republic of Cyprus, as stipulated in various Security 

Council resolutions (in particular resolutions 541 (1983) and 550 (1984)), in which 

the Council declared legally invalid the purported secession of part of Cyprus.  

 On behalf of my Government, I strongly protest the continuing violations of the 

national airspace and the territorial waters of Cyprus by Turkey, as well as the 

https://undocs.org/EN/S/RES/541%20(1983)
https://undocs.org/EN/S/RES/550%20(1984)
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infringements by the latter of international air traffic regulations, and appeal for their 

immediate cessation. 

 The Republic of Cyprus reiterates, in this respect, its call for all States to respect 

Security Council resolutions and adhere to the principles of sovereignty and 

non-interference enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations.  

 Finally, I would like to urge Turkey and the Turkish Cypriot community to 

contribute to a meaningful resumption of the peace process, instead of focusing on 

undermining the sovereignty of the Republic of Cyprus and promoting Cyprus ’ 

partition through the creation of facts on the ground and the consolidation of the status 

quo, including by seeking to politically upgrade the secessionist entity.  

 I should be grateful if you would circulate the present letter and its annexes as 

a document of the General Assembly, under agenda item 45, and of the Security 

Council. 

 

 

(Signed) Polly Ioannou 

Chargé d’affaires a.i. 
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  Annex I to the letter dated 20 November 2018 from the Chargé 

d’affaires a.i of the Permanent Mission of Cyprus to the 

United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 
 

 

  Airborne violations 
 

Date  Time  Nature of violation 

   1 September 1110–1241 One King Air Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia flight information region 

(FIR) without diplomatic permit and without contacting the Nicosia 

area control centre (ACC) 

2 September 0810–0850 One King Air Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

3 September 0740–0846 Four Turkish military helicopters infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 0745–0810 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

4 September 0952–1239 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1252–1317 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic 

of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1828–1914 One B-350 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

5 September 1237–1537 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

6 September 1001–1230 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1142–1252 Two Turkish military helicopters infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 
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Date  Time  Nature of violation 

    1320–1345 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1405–1604 One B-350 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1710–1803 Two Turkish military helicopters infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

7 September 1105–1203 One B-350 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1128–1148 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic 

of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1714–1744 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic 

of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

8 September 1049–1253  One King Air Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1300–1542 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

10 September 0940–1243 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic  

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1520–1643 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1533–1629 Two F-16 and two F-4 Turkish military aircraft infringed 

international air traffic regulations and violated the national airspace 

of the Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the 

national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  
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Date  Time  Nature of violation 

    1554–1854 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1601–1617 Two F-16 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

11 September 1022–1200 Two Cougar Turkish military helicopters infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic 

of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

12 September 1030–1239 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1105–1324 One B-350 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1546–1858 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic  

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1920–2040 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of  the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

13 September 0100–0134 One A-400 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1215–1418 One B-350 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1640–1703 One A-400 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

14 September  1026–1234 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic 

of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1532–1700 One B-350 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  
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Date  Time  Nature of violation 

    1557–1714 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1645–1809 One AB-412 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1806–2142 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1923–2017 One AB-412 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

15 September 1012–1223 One King Air Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

16 September 0812–1050 One B-350 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic 

of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

17 September 1012–1242 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1433–1556 Two F-16 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1637–1712 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

18 September 1032–1145 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1125–1228 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1410–1545 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 
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Date  Time  Nature of violation 

    1740–1834 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1851–1936 One B-350 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

19 September  1000–1214 One B-350 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

20 September 1004–1243 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1431–1636 One B-350 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1415–1420 Two F-4 and two F-16 Turkish military aircraft infringed 

international air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR 

without diplomatic permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1429–1434  Two F-16 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1440–1458 One A-400 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1533–1546 One A-400 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1715–1733 One A-400 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic 

of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1558–1820 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1923–1935 One A-400 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic 

of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 2030–2148 One Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  
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Date  Time  Nature of violation 

   21 September 1100–1305 One King Air Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1345–1631 One Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

22 September 1428–1538 One B-350 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

24 September  0839–1230 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1154–1332 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1500–1703 One King Air Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1601–1840 One Cougar Turkish military helicopter infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic 

of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1844–2033 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

25 September 1021–1101 One B-350 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

26 September  1018–1119 One AB-412 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1041–1100 One B-200 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic 

of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1053–1233 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  
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Date  Time  Nature of violation 

    1317–1450 One AB-412 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1650–1734 One AB-412 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  

 1651–1710 One B-200 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic 

of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

27 September 1020–1120 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

28 September 1014–1237 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC  
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  Annex II to the letter dated 20 November 2018 from the Chargé 

d’affaires a.i of the Permanent Mission of Cyprus to the 

United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 
 

 

  Naval violations 
 

Dates Nature of violation 

  1–2 September  One P-338 Turkish missile vessel violated the territorial waters of the 

Republic of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Famagusta while 

participating in a naval operation of the occupation forces  

6–8 September One P-338 Turkish missile vessel violated the territorial waters of the 

Republic of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Famagusta while 

participating in a naval operation of the occupation forces  

8–15 September One P-337 Turkish missile vessel violated the territorial waters of the 

Republic of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Famagusta while 

participating in a naval operation of the occupation forces  

15–16 September One P-338 Turkish missile vessel violated the territorial waters of the 

Republic of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Famagusta while 

participating in a naval operation of the occupation forces  

15–17 September  One F-490 Turkish missile vessel violated the territorial waters of the 

Republic of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Famagusta while 

participating in a naval operation of the occupation forces  

23–26 September  One P-338 Turkish missile vessel violated the territorial waters of the 

Republic of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Famagusta while 

participating in a naval operation of the occupation forces 

24–25 September  One A-1600 Turkish vessel violated the territorial waters of the Republic of 

Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Famagusta  

24–28 September  One A-1600 Turkish vessel violated the territorial waters of the Republic of 

Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Famagusta  

28 September  One P-338 Turkish missile vessel violated the territorial waters of the 

Republic of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Famagusta while 

participating in a naval operation of the occupation forces 

 


